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LOGLINE
6-year-old Aatos and his friends search for the essence of life in a world that is increasingly under threat.

TAGLINE (optional; a catchphrase or slogan)
I don't know if | know

SYNOPSIS IN ENGLISH

The Molenbeek district of Brussels. A believed jihadi capital to some but familiar home to the 6 year-old
boys Aatos and Amine. This is where they listen to spiders, discover black holes and quarrel over who gets
to command the flying carpet that is to take them to the lands of their ancestors. They live in the same

building, yet come from different worlds.

Together they search for answers to the big questions. Aatos wants a god of his own, as Amine already has
Allah but the question is complicated by his friend Flo’s belief that people who believe in God have gone

crazy.

The threat of the adults world suddenly interrupts the children’s play as terrorist bombs explode in a metro
station nearby. The streets are filled with tanks, armed soldiers and policemen. Bedtime stories now evoke
images of violence and even friendship is put on trial until an expected twist reshapes their lives for good.
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PRODUCTION COMPANY DETAILS

Zone2 Pictures Oy, toinen linja 15 LH 80, 00530 Helsinki, Finland / +358405769073 /
hannu.vitikainen@zone?2.fi / www.zone?2.fi

PRODUCER'’S SELECTED FILMOGRAPHY (with international film titles, length and type: doc/short/fiction)
Silta — Nainen hyvinvointivaltion rakentajana, 70°, 2018, documentary, dir. Heikki T. Partanen

No Road Home (Ei tieta kotiin),63’, 2018, documentary, dir.Markku Heikkinen

Siéva, 57min, 2018, documentary, dir.Jenni Nyberg

Bad Police (Paha poliisi), 75', 2017, documentary dir.Pekka Lehto

Men of Talvivaara Mine (Talvivaaran miehet), 73', 2015, documentary, dir.Markku Heikkinen

DIRECTOR Reetta Huhtanen

Reetta Huhtanen is a filmmaker based in Helsinki. She has graduated with a Master of Arts from the ELO
Film School Finland in Aalto University majoring in documentary film directing. Beside her film studies she
has graduated as BA in Sociology and Philosophy from the University of Helsinki. Currently along with film
making she is a doctoral student at Aalto University. As a documentarist she is described to have "an ability
to see the absurd in recent phenomenon through her twisted vision. In social topics she collides serious
with playful." Her films, “The Coffee Break”, about three eternal students, and “Economic Forecasters”, an
absurdist look into the inscrutable world of economics, have been widely exhibited at international film
festivals. “Gods of Molenbeek”, a Finnish-Belgian-German co-production. is her feature documentary
debut.



GODS OF MOLENBEEK

SELECTED FILMOGRAPHY

Gods of Molenbeek (2019)
Documentary Film

Economic Forecasters (2015)
Documentary film

The Coffee Break (2009)
Documentary fllm

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT IN ENGLISH

Three years ago | started to hear interesting stories of my sister’s son Aatos and their daily family life in
Molenbeek, Brussels, a neighborhood where majority of the residents have muslim background. While the
world was building juxtapositions Aatos in turn had become intensly interested on surrounding muslim
society, the way religion was seen and heard in the daily life, especially in his best friend's Amine’s life.

Aatos had endless questions on Gods and he wanted to find his own God.

In Aatos’s reflections on God, and as he plays and talks with his friends, the realities and ideological
guestions become condensed. | wanted to show from the children's perspective: how they reflect adults

beliefs and how they build their own view on the world. Adults are in the background.

In my protagonist | was mostly interested in his open-mindedness which shows that it is quite possible to
live on cultural interfaces without black and white divisions. While playing these children might argue on

fundamental subjects related to worldview but they don't judge rather learn from each other.
While we were filming the Brussels terrorist attack took place and it naturally broadened the subject of the
film. For me the attack itself was not in the core of my interest but instead how it reflected in children’s

world, their plays and thoughts.

Reetta Huhtanen
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