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Synopsis

In the far north of the Russian Tundra, in Europe’s most deserted wilderness lies the village Krasnoschelie. This unique site is the last place of traditional Sámi reindeer breeding. Every spring the herdsmen come together for the Fest of the North and contest their skills in reindeer races. 

The village can only be reached by helicopter. Since two years the kolkhoz, founded in Sovjet times, doesn’t pay salaries, the health care center was closed. There are plans to evacuate the village. And international corporations are keen on exploiting the raw materials of the Tundra, endangering the pastures.

Now, for the first time the Russian Sámi people joined forces and founded their first parliament in Murmansk. At the front line: Sasha. The young woman wants to save the village and the traditional reindeer breeding. In the Sámi community the women are more politcally involved than the men. But they are still fighting for recognition by the Russian government, a nearly impossible enterprise. The multinationals earn billions on ancestral Sámi land exploiting the raw materials. Sasha, however, is not easy to be intimidated. The Sámi community in Norway offers it’s support.
After four years of research and travelling to the Kola peninsula, writer and director René Harder („Mr Pilipenko and his Submarine“) was able to win the trust of the protagonists. Together with a small team, he shared their lives in the tundra for a full season to show their struggle for survival in intimate portraits and stunning images of landscapes and animals. In the age of globalization the Russian Sámi people got back to their cultural heritage. This is the only way to prevent the villages from starving and halt the exodus into the cities. 
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Sasha wants to save the village and The Fest of the North. It’s a nearly phantastic enterprise, especially for a 30 years old Sámi women. But Sasha is not only intelligent and eloquent, she is also a leader of the Russian Sámi people. In the Sámi community the women are more politcally involved than the men. Last year they elected their first Sámi parliament in Russia. In the age of globalization Sasha wants to revive the cultural heritage and the Sámi tradition of reindeer breeding. Her endeavors keep dragging her from the village, though, and send her to the moloch of Murmansk city. As a mother of a baby girl it is especially hard for her. But Sasha is not easy to be intimidated, not even by the government representatives or the managers of the big oil and gas corporations. Turns out, her making contact with the Scandinavian Sámi people is a good means to stand up against them.
Wowa is Sasha’s life partner. They have a little girl, Uljana. They live together, but are not married, yet. Years ago, Wowa’s family was forced to leave their home grounds, as a mine was to be built there. From time to time he takes on jobs in commercial reindeer farms in Norway. He is a calm guy and thus the ideal counterpart to energetic Sasha and all her initiatives, whom he supports wherever possible.

Wladik, Sasha’s brother, is one of the most highly regarded reindeer herdsmen. He spends many months a year in the Tundra looking after the big half-wild kolkhoz herd. He is a strong and tough, but likeable guy who gets along with everyone. Every year he at least wins one of the competitions of The Fest of the North. The 35 years old is a handsome guy but still living alone, a fate many of the village men share. There are no women in the tundra. His only hope is to meet a girl at the Fest in the spring. His fellow herdsman have already taken action and invited some relatives from other places.
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Style, structure and visual presentation
Sasha is the heroine in the film. We accompany her in her political activities for the survival of a unique culture. The images speak for themselves, the necessary information, facts and contents are communicated in the dialogs between the protagonists of the film as well as off-voice narrations by Sasha. 

With Sasha’s family – her life partner and her daughter, her grandmother, her brother who is desperately looking for a girlfriend – we follow the lives of the villagers north of the Arctic Circle. The world here wakens your senses, we show its beauty in visual details and dramatic landscape panoramas. In contrast to this, we see the gigantic city of Murmansk with its industrial plants, sinister high-rise housing estates and gleaming office block façades.
Sasha’s fight for survival of her village and the culture of reindeer breeding is the main plot of the film. She is a leading member of the Sámi parliament in Russia and tries to force the mining companies to respect the herding grounds of the indigenous Sámi inhabitants. She is also on the hunt for an investor for the marketing and sale of reindeer meat.
Sasha’s brother Wladik is faced with adverse weather conditions, and the decrepit technical equipment is making it even worse, as he struggles to reach the village with the herd before the snow melts and thus in time for the festival. He wants to win this race. At the Festival of the North, Wladik will finally have a chance to welcome a female visitor to the village: Olga. Will she be the woman he has been waiting for all these months? 

One condition is, however, that Sasha succeeds in finding an investor for the reindeer kolkhoz, so that the village, the herdsmen and their Fest can exist further on.
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René Harder, director
Born in Lake Constance. He studied directing and theater. since 1999 freelance work for theaters in Hamburg, Görlitz, Leipzig and Constance. Also he worked as a director, writer and actor for film and television projects. As a film director he realised several short film as well as the feature documentary „Mr Pilipenko and His Submarine“ in co-direction with Jan Hinrik Drevs. Since 2008 professor for acting at the Alanus University of Arts and Social Sciences.
Lichtblick Film, production company

The spectrum of LICHTBLICK Film’s production activity spans documentary films for television and cinema, feature films and TV movies. Since it’s founding in 1986, LICHTBLICK has collaborated with filmmakers, television broadcasters and partner companies in more than 40 countries. In 2008, LICHTBLICK MEDIA was established in Berlin in collaboration with producer Martin Heisler.
Our award-winning documentary productions include Mika Kaurismäki’s Tigrero (featuring Samuel Fuller and Jim Jarmusch), which was honoured with the Fipresci Award at the Berlinale; Out of Tibet, written/dir. by Solveig Klaßen, won the Bavarian Documentary Film Award and was nominated for the Joris Ivens Award at the IDFA; Massaker by Monika Borgmann and Hermann Theißen, was honoured with the Fipresci Award at the Berlinale and the Special Jury Prize at Visions du Réel; the German-Israeli co-production The Champagne Spy by Nadav Schirman won Best Documentary Film at the Israeli Film Academy Awards, the John Schlesinger Award in Palm Springs and was nominated for the European Film Award. The Substance by Martin Witz, a Swiss-German co-production had its premiere at the Locarno Film Festival and was released in Swiss and German cinemas in 2012. After the international success of David Wants to Fly by David Seveking a.o. Berlinale, Visions du Réel, BAFICI, Hotdocs, Moscow IFF, his new film Forget Me Not won the Semaine de la Critque at Locarno, as well as the Hessian Filmaward. It will be released in Germany, Switzerland, Austria and Poland in January 2013.
Our television documentaries The Final Kick and The Big Pink were awarded the prestigious Adolf Grimme Prize. Gabrielle Pfeiffer’s Facing the Dead won the Golden Gate Award in San Francisco for best TV documentary. We also enjoy continued success with docu-series, e.g.: Five Fighting the Flab for WDR/arte, Adolf Grimme Prize, nom. Rose d’Or, Montreux. 
In the fiction segment, our activities in recent years have brought to fruition the cinema release of co-productions such as – to name just a few – Pawel Lungin’s 
La Noce and Elia Suleiman’s Divine Intervention, both of which won the Special Jury Prize in Cannes. Feature film debuts include Thomas Durchschlag’s Alone which screened in the Tiger Awards Competition in Rotterdam and Autopilots, by Bastian Günther, which premiered at the Berlinale, received the MFG Star and a nomination for Best TV Movie at the Banff World Television Festival. Wolfgang Fischer’s mystery-thriller What You Don’t See was highly acclaimed at festivals such as Montréal WFF, Berlinale, Dublin IFF or Shanghai IFF and was released in cinemas in Germany and Austria.
