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Sukhumi is the capital of Abkhazia, a tiny, unrecognized republic on
the shores of the Black Sea. On its highest hill lies a medical institute
of research on monkeys, established by the Soviets in the 1920’s. The
legend states it was meant to create a hybrid between man and ape.
This creature never came to life, nor has the communist New Man.
Today, men and monkeys are caged in a territory ravaged by war and

decades of cruelty, both victims of a failed series of experiments.

This film takes us to a country that doesn’t exist on international maps.
It was born from the ashes of a system supposed to bring only
happiness to humanity: Soviet communism. In the capital of this
country lies a relic of another utopia: that of Science, which was meant
to solve the rest of our problems.

None of this happened. Here, human and non-human primates look
into each other's eyes. Humans cling to their hopes, while inflicting
pain to the monkeys. Animals are brought to life in cages, with no
other end in sight. And people live in a limbo, stuck between the
memories of a savage war and a present that doesn’t offer much.

We slide among these post-utopian ruins; we travel on the thin border
between humanity and its animal nature; we look for a crumb of faith.

What is left to cling to? (Alexandru Solomon)


https://www.facebook.com/oualeluitarzan/?fref=mentions
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Biography Alexandru Solomon

* 1966 in Bucharest, Romania

In 1991, Alexandru Solomon graduated from the Camera Department of the Film and Theatre
Academy Bucharest and started making documentaries aside from filming feature films. After various
residencies (1996: University of California in San Diego, USA; 2000: Nipkow Programme Berlin,
Germany) he took part in the Discovery Campus Masterschool in Germany in 2001 and finally
received his PhD in Visual Artsfrom the National University of Arts in Bucharest in 2016 where he’s still

teaching today. He is also the director of One World Romania Festival in Bucharest.
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2015 ROMANIA: FOUR COUNTRIES, 53 min, doc

2010 KAPITALISM — OUR IMPROVED FORMULA, 54 / 76 min, doc
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ZURICH CHRONICLE, 40 min, doc, in collaboration with Radu Igazsag

VIA REGIS, 62 min, doc, in collaboration with Radu lgazsag
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SHRIEK INTO THE EAR-DRUM, 27 min, visual essay, in collaboration with Radu Igazsag
2 X 5, 4 min, video art, in collaboration with Geta Bratescu

EARTHCAKE, 7 min, video art, in collaboration with Geta Bratescu



